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Special issue – modular protein domainsModular protein domains are basic units of the canonical code
of cellular signaling. The signaling networks that underlie
physiology rely on the combinatorial and reiterated function of
modules. These modules facilitate a formation of multi-component
complexes that carry on and transduce discrete information in cells
and organisms. Diseases correlate with a gross imbalance of output
signals in these networks. A number of genetic lesions that result
in speciﬁc syndromes are known to directly affect modular
domains or their ligands. Consequently, modules representing
well-deﬁned molecular entities could be targeted or engineered
to ‘‘rewire’’ the networks toward a desired aim of therapy and
subsequently a cure. This very idea was voiced by Michael Yaffe
(MIT, USA) in his eloquent closing lecture at the recent FEBS-
sponsored Workshop on ‘‘Protein Modules and Networks in Health
and Disease’’, held in September of last year in Seefeld, (Austria).
The workshop began with a plenary lecture given by Peer Bork
(EMBL, Germany), who reviewed three decades of research on
modular domains from the perspective of a domain, proteome,
interactome and ﬁnally through the analysis of mega-genomes.
His illuminating lecture was followed by a number of stellar
presentations from established and young researchers. The 2011
‘Seefeld Workshop on Modules’, as it is colloquially known, was a
vibrant forum with well-attended poster sessions and attractive
social activities that allowed newcomers to the ﬁeld to interact
freely with seasoned ‘domianologists’.
Towards the end of the workshop, it was decided that instead of
a detailed meeting report, the organizers would invite participants
to provide reviews or short articles, the latter being opinion- or
perspective-like pieces. The completed contributions were
compiled into a Special Issue that we present here. We were
pleased by the enthusiastic response from the invited authors
and the timely delivery of their inspiring manuscripts. We thank0014-5793/$36.00  2012 Federation of European Biochemical Societies. Published by E
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.febslet.2012.06.005very much all the contributors for their participation in this
project.
To the readers of the issue: Enjoy!
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